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Since that day | have
never seen him again”

Kristin Gillum
Kristin is a loan marketing
representative and lives in lowa.

| grew up in Kansas City but
my family moved to Des Moines.

My parents had found out my
new boyfriend, “X”, had a record
Something rubbed them the
wrong way about him. They
checked him out and he was no
good and | didn't care at the tim
because | was young and boys
were more important. We didn’t
even date that long at that time,
total of three months.

One night we got into an
argument and he elbowed me. £ :
the time it just threw me all off and so | left adidn’t talk to him again. | moved back to Kansaty@ght after that.

After a couple of years | came back to Des Moifié®n | saw X when we were out and started a reliskhip again.

He never had a job. | was the one that always magbb, always paid for everything. He had a 7-adrson that lived
with us the entire time, who | basically paid feeeything: schooling, clothing, everything. My reagg was that “guys all
the time have jobs while women stay home.”

There were more arguments, he never wanted to ettedhe was wrong, and progressed from arguinigewiolence
against me. He had at one time put a gun to my.hé@advas just a bad guy. He’s put knives close ¢o tiimeatened me with
them. He would do a lot of grabbing inside my mouthiting his fingers so everything would be insidg cheeks, no real
marks outside. Pulling my hair, | had lots of knotsmy head from that. Pushing, poking, hand lgttirsing items, throwing
stuff at me.

| went from a very social being, going out all tirae, to one by one, just, | stayed home all theetiNormally | was
staying at home while he was out driving my car bwas with his son.

| kept all of it to myself. | would sit there ane depressed and cry about it. And | didn’t tell faupily. They already had
these doubts and | was always trying to talk him up

One night was probably one of the worst episodexbabe. From that point over | didn’t know whatlitm | was scared. |
just basically stayed in the house and | would gardto the payphone every morning to call in tokvdrtold them, “I've
been involved in domestic violence and | just ne@ahe time.”

I missed like a week of work because | was veryelgged. | wanted to leave, didn’t know how to lealién’t want to
leave the son by himself with him. Yeah, | know.dAhwas my place, just kick him out, right? Bués scared, probably
more than anything.

Meanwhile, my best friend here in Des Moines hdtkdany friend in Kansas City and they had talkédd my friend
from Kansas City called my parents.

At the end of that week of me staying home, my rap#howed up at my house and told me she was ¢witadse me out
to lunch. It ended up that we went to a counsadiffige. Mom and Dad are there. | go in and it'sadbut me. | was angry.
“Don't lie to me if you're going to do this!” | wagery mad the whole way home. | wasn’t mad at mgnft. Putting myself in
her shoes, | probably would have done the samg,teiventually.

Then that night my friends from Kansas City had/&ini up and came to my door. | was expecting maybg want to go
out and hang out. | was excited: “So we're all gdio go out!”

So I'm inside getting ready, and my friends arekivag my stuff, and | have no idea it's going on. &n&vhile, I'm in the
bathroom, wondering what I'm going to wear, andytteelike, “Oh this is cute, can | try it on?” Sben, they're packing up
stuff, and my other friend is going out the doard &m not paying any attention and this is goimg ©hey're loading stuff up
(in the car) while my boyfriend and his son aré&ismbedroom playing video games. | had no idehatiine, but my parent
are outside, parents, grandparents, uncles, evaywvas outside just in case something happened/fehaiting outside
the apartment. The friend would go downstairs amdspuff in the car and she’d be like (thumbs upyérything's okay,” and
go back up and get another load of stuff.

| think we're going out for a beer, and we leave.

From there, we start driving, and I'm like, “Whexee you going? There’s nothing out here.” We dtaetding on the
bypass on the south side and I'm like, “This is.mk can't find anywhere to go out here,” and theyon heading towards
Kansas City and I'm like, “What’s going on?” anctfre like, “Well, we're taking you to Kansas City hey had my stuff,




about two little suitcases full, in the trunk.
Since that day | have never seen him again. It"Wiabe back,” and, no, | wasn't.
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Would it have worked earlier? Maybe not. | thinkids so fed up and ready. | had been off work a ve¢ek
that point. It was a sign there was something wiange, something had clicked.

| wasn't very upset with my friends. They were viedrl was going to try to jump out of the car. Bwas
like, “Okay. That's okay.” | think | was ready fdr | just didn’t know how to do it.

It was very sad. | was very sad. Just depressed.

It ended up that it was decided for me that | stiathy in a battered womershkelter to get help. | wasn't
happy with it, but everybody had done so muchasihe least | could do. Try it out. So | did, Invéhere.

It was ten at night when went to the shelter, bturned out we had to go first to the police statiThe first
time | ever rode in the back of a police car wagmvhgot dropped off at a shelter. It’s little bablkre.

| was very nervous.

By the time | get in there it was probably 11 ogpmaybe even midnight, and everybody’s sleepng, so
| have to go in this room and climb up in the tamk, and make all this noise. That was a roughtnligtause it
was just all new and kind of scary.

It was a pretty big place. There were differenlditireas, and then there would be like rooms @pod, |
guess. There were lots of children. It was full.dt1of the time | was there, there wasn't an emety. l5ome of
the women were only there a night, but there wesman who had been there for six months.

The shelter was probably the best wake-up calh@$iou're going through, everybody there is going
through. You’re not alone. Just hearing some ddetwther people’s stories compared to you, it'sljks,

“Wow.” A lot of babies involved, things like that.

At the same time, you didn’t always have to bekimg about what you left. They had different sessjand
different activities. They had classes on budgetingy had classes on all kinds of stuff. And tilen would have
your own personal sessions with counselors, antytha would have group sessions with counseloreyTould
basically give you tests when you got there toytell what the issues are. You just kind of go witlr different
groups. Kind of like camp--“grown woman” camp. Caiéa pretty good experience. Although | was vergry at
the time to even have to be in there.

| was in the shelter for Thanksgiving. They hadgTthanksgiving dinner where a bunch of shelteratwe
That was definitely a different experience.

But it was very hard being down there, becauseistgravas so pregnant with my first nephew, attittme.
That was hard, because | wanted to be here fof &ll

And | lost my job. | had called and asked for 39siand they wouldn’t grant it. | told them everyidi They
terminated me. Over the phone, after | told theerghing.

Also, the apartment we were in, | was still on and@nth lease. At the time, the manager there, mgmis
had gone in and explained what was going on. Theager was like, “Just pay the back rent and thetmibrat
you're in and you can get out.” My parents didrét gnything in writing at the time.

| stayed in the shelter for probably 30 days or so.

If somebody would have snatched me out of my sdnatnd put me somewhere else in Des Moines (idstea
of Kansas City), | can’t say that it would haveulésd in the same thing. | think it really was kgphysically
away and physically in a shelter, where you doaitdhnormal access to things you would have.

It was (hard for my parents) because they werd dfjbut him all along and | just wouldn'’t hear thdive
always been hardheaded and | always learn thevieyd

When finally everything got done, the shelter awelrgthing, my mom came down and got me and brought
me back up here and | haven't contacted him at all.

The stuff they took out my apartment, clothing-wis@s all | got out of it. When my parents wentlotx
move out my stuff, all my clothes were gone. Myeshaere gone, everything was gone. Big stuff wilststre,
but my car, all that stuff was gone. My car? | dgat it back eventually. It was stripped.
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| was always told | couldn’t have kids, when | wasinger. | have polycystic ovaries. | could go gear
without having my monthly.



I left him in November, stayed at the shelter, cdraek here to Des Moines before Christmas, probably
week before Christmas.

On January 14th | was having the worst cramps dhdught | was getting ready to start my periogdak
downstairs, because my bedroom was downstairedintie. The night before was when it started. Myawaad
broken, but | didn’t know that was water breakinghe time. | was like, “What is going on? Whatisong with
me?” Maybe my bladder was weak? | had no idea.tAad, when | went into the restroom, on the totledt’s
when | had... yeah. So | come running up the star®aming, “| have a baby,” and my family’s upeheand my
dad opens the door, and he’s just like, “What?”

We called 911, they told us what had to be done.Jdby was barely breathing, too. My dad gave mtath
mouth. He was alive when we were at the hospitadr§hing was just such a blur that day.

| was at about six months when | had him. He wastpo little. | named him Anthony. The most ditfit
thing I've ever had to do was planning his funeral.

It's going to happen some day, though. That's withink | got out of it. | think | got more hopeahl can
now have kids. Not that | wouldn’t have loved mysBut | would have had that tie to X, foreverirk it was
just God'’s plan.

If it weren’t for my family’s pastor coming to thespital room...that night, when everything wentvdphe
came in and made me realize that. | think thatlpdteme deal with things so well, and I'm ableatkabout it,
and something | talk about often to people. If thel, I'm pretty much an open book.

My sister has a son who is about the same age tesninder. | would say at the time, it was prdpéte
best therapy for me, because | had her baby anmend

At first, after | came back from the shelter, itsnike, “It can’t get much worse than this. I'm ggito start
here.” Then it's two weeks later, something elsel bBm like, “Wow, no, it definitely can.” It staed off my year.
| was ready for 2006, we were going to make a difieyear, and...

X had no idea about the baby. He still has no idea.

When | had my son, we pushed a lot of things aWwaywe probably should have been dealing withat th
time. Like that lease. The property manager wagalrying to get (it settled) but it wasn't tiiene for it. We
were all trying to deal with what was going onnbled up paying four thousand something dollars.

And the job I lost. They had denied me my claimdfoemployment, so | had to appeal it.

| grew up in a very loving family, always there foe, you know? Some people in that situation, taydn’t
have overcome it. But it was definitely due to raynfly that | was able to.
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| learned there are some things you have to hawedier to date me. Like, a job, and a car, andythisf your
own. And then, from there, | have to get to knoe plerson, but yeah, | don’t take a lot of crap liksed to.
That's for sure.

His son. That was probably the main reason | stawed for him, his son. It was probably harderiggtover
losing his son in the relationship than losing finthe relationship. Yeah.

My biggest challenge now? Getting over missingshis, that was probably the hardest for me. Otlaar th
that, it was getting over my own son. | think thHat happening took a lot of the focus off the otttaff for the
time being, getting over that. It was like that vBasnething that was way more important and way more

| think eventually it's going to happen that | weiée him again. | just don’t know how | will reacton’t
mean run towards him or something like that. lirda his aunt and uncle and my body started shaleng that
was just family. It was just seriously uncontrollédwasn’t that | was scared of them, | don’t knewvat it was.
My body just reacted crazy. So I'd say that’s piadipany biggest concern, is just | don’t know how bydy will
react if | run into him. | used to be scared toredeve near that side of town. | would totally &the area where
his mom lives.

I never filed charges, even when he had my camangarents thought | should, to get it back, | vaotd. |
didn’'t want to get him in trouble, still at thatrte. And | didn’t want repercussions on me or myifanide was
just the type

The son’s mother had filed charges, which is whatoarents saw. If | met a guy now with a recorciofise,
even a charge that got dropped or might not b& leabuldn’t even risk it. If it's on there, keep shopping.
“lowa Courts Online” is what you can look at. Yausf need first and last name. That's it.



